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Spring Fling Gala 2022
The Wissahickon Valley Public Library Board of Trustees
would like to invite you to a “Spring Fling” to benefit the Blue
Bell Library renovation. Save the date for Sunday, May 1,
2022, from 4 to 6 PM at the Main Library in Blue Bell. Please
join us for local food & drink, camaraderie, and an evening of
merriment!
YOU’LL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO:
Place a bid in our online silent auction
Sample appetizers and beer & wine
Bring a cherished book for a free evaluation
You don’t want to miss this exciting opportunity to meet up
with neighbors in your community to benefit Blue Bell’s
renovation! You can find an invitation at either branch, as
well as purchase tickets. Please RSVP by April 15.
If you would like to donate a gift card or item for the silent
auction, please contact Anne Frank at
AFRANK@WVPL.ORG
Renovations include a new roof that will help protect our
books for many years to come. A repaved parking lot will
improve safety during the winter months. Adding enclosed
conference rooms will allow more community groups to
meet. Replacing the carpets and some of the furniture, plus
re-facing the front of the library will make the library more
welcoming, attractive, and modern. With your help, we can
provide a better library for our community!
To bid in the silent auction, please visit
WVPL.RALLYUP.COM/2022 - Bidding ends at 5 PM on 5/1

Giving Gifts with Great Love
Where would we be without you, our
wonderful donors? We have you to
thank for your continued generosity and
support. During one of the strangest,
most bewildering times at WVPL you
were by our side. Whether to renovate
our building or to fund our programs &
resources, your gift allows us to
continue our work to educate, inform,
and contribute to the richness of our
shared community experience. Please
consider donating today. Thank you!
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Spring Author Event!

Jennifer Haigh will be back to discuss her latest book
Mercy Street on Thursday, June 16, at 7 PM. For a ticket
price of $30, you will get a copy of the book and have
the opportunity to get it signed after the author's
presentation. The highly anticipated new novel by
acclaimed New York Times bestselling author Jennifer
Haigh — “a gifted chronicler of the human condition”
(Washington Post Book World)— is a tense, riveting story
about the disparate lives that intersect at a women’s
clinic in Boston.

Summer Author Event!

If journalism is the “first rough draft of history” then Katy
Tur’s memoir a stunning reminder that journalists are not
only providing us with the draft, they are living its revision
alongside us. Rough Draft explores the gift and
curse of family legacy, examines the roles and
responsibilities of the news, and asks the question: To
what extent do we each get to write our own story?
WVPL is partnering with UDPL to present Katy Tur from
MSNBC at the Upper Dublin Public Library on Friday,
July 8th at 7 PM. Ticket price: $30, includes a copy of
Rough Draft.
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Summer Reading 2022
Our Summer Reading Challenge for kids will take place
from June 13 - August 5 this year, and the theme is
Oceans of Possibilities. Families can look forward to
special events each week involving science, animals,
music, magic, bugs, cartooning, & so much more! All
participants who keep track of the number of books
read during summer will be offered a prize.

Ms. Michelle Retires
After 33 Years
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After thirty-three years of service, WVPL was sad to say
goodbye to Ms. Michelle back in January. Due to health
issues, Ms. Michelle decided to retire in order to focus on
taking care of herself. Only that could keep her from the kids!
During her time at WVPL, she was best known for her guitar
story times, which could garner over one hundred people
per performance! She excelled at community outreach,
performing story times at local schools, daycare & senior
centers, YMCAs, and at community events. Besides helping
children learn to read, she showed them joy and love.

Civic Engagement @
The Library

After being awarded $10,000*, Upper Dublin Public
Library created Civic Engagement @ the Library, and
we are proudly partnering with them. This program
series emphasizes the role of the library as a place
where residents have the information they need to
support & promote democracy, fulfill their civic
responsibilities at the local, state, & national levels,
and fully participate in community decision making.
*American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for Libraries is an
initiative of the American Library Association (ALA) made
possible with funding from the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) through the American Rescue Plan Act of
2021.

Women's Suffrage Book Discussions*
10a-11:30a at UDPL or 1:30-3p at WVPL in Ambler
Free Books! 1st come, 1st served.
Facilitated by Emmy Award winner, Author & Penn
State Abington Professor, Dr. Sharon Ann Holt.
Registration begins 4/4.
May 14: The Woman’s Hour by Elaine Weiss.
June 11: Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers,
Won the Vote, and Insisted on Equality for All by Martha
S. Jones.
*Fall Books TBA

Local Companies Donate
to STEAM Programs
EITC is a program that gives tax credits to businesses
for supporting local non-profits. Thank you to Ambler
Savings Bank for donating $2,500, Meridian Bank for
$2,000 and Elliott-Lewis Inc. for $1,000. This will
provide over 25 in-person science, technology,
engineering, art & math programs for children this
summer!
Will you help us continue to purchase great books and
plan new programs for the community by donating
today? You can use the enclosed envelope or go to
WVPL.ORG to donate. Thank you!

She is a legend in the community and will be greatly missed.
Since we couldn't plan a live event to celebrate her
retirement, we had a caricature made (which many of you so
beautifully colored), our local legislators made proclamations,
and Miss Erin created a wonderful video commemorating her
service. If you want to send a note to Ms. Michelle, please feel
free to drop it off at the library and we will be happy to get it to
her.

Sock Drive Success!
Thank you to the many people who donated new socks,
hats, scarves, and gloves to those in need! Xavir Arul
wrote to thank you all:
"There are many in our community who are in need.
We have successfully collected and distributed winter
socks, gloves, hats and scarves. I appreciate and thank
you all for your assistance.”

Xavir Arul pictured during
the distribution at Catholic
Social Services in
Norristown
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If you recall, we conducted a programming survey as part
of the library's Strategic Plan. We wanted your input on
how we should move forward while maneuvering
through the pandemic. Turns out that while 36% of
people preferred in-person programs, 53% preferred a
combination of in-person and online programs. So, the
library will continue to do both! Our hours were reduced
throughout the pandemic for budgeting purposes, but
we knew that we wanted to start adding hours back. We
asked if patrons want us to stay open until 9 PM on
weeknights, and 63% said they wouldn't use the library at
that time. When asked if you wanted the library to be
open on Sundays from 1-4 PM, 73% said yes. Good
news; we are going to start opening on Sundays again in
July! From then on, our hours will be permanent.
Now that the Ambler Branch renovations are completed,
it's time to focus our attention on improving the Main
Library in Blue Bell! The library needs a new roof and a repaved parking lot. We'd also like to apply a fresh coat of
paint, change up the carpet, and purchase some new
furniture. For more information, go to WVPL.ORG, click
on About Us, and click on Strategic Plan.

Thanks To Our Best Friends
The Ambler Friends of the Library donated $1,172
which paid for a new bike rack for the Ambler Branch as
well as an art class, archaeology seminar, and a music
concert. The Blue Bell Friends of the Library gave $3,452
which paid for fundraising software & recycling. Their
next big book sale is June 3-7.

Thank You to Our Grant Makers
The Montco Strong Grant awarded WVPL
$40,000, which helped us make payroll and pay
utility bills. The Statewide Cares Act Grant provided
$2,800 which we used for personal protection
supplies. The VNA Foundation of Greater North
Penn provided a two-year operating grant of
$10,000 and $100 for a staff treat. Funding to help
pay for operating expenses was a lifesaver during
the pandemic, and we couldn't be more grateful to
these organizations!

At the heart of the library are people like you!
Your support in our endeavors reminds us that we
are partners in the library's mission.

We Are Here for You
Did you know... If you can't find a copy of the book
you need in the MCLINC System, you can request
it through Interlibrary Loan (ILL)! Simply fill out a
request form at either library, and staff will start
searching the United States for a copy for you.
Here are comments from satisfied customers:
Many thanks for the recent books Caroline, I do very
much appreciate all you do on my behalf. -Toni
Thanks again for all your help in looking into this for me.
I really appreciate it. -Zachary

Alex Awards
These are special interest fiction books that
appeal to tweens & teens.

1. Light from Uncommon
Stars by Ryka Aoki
2. The One Hundred
Years of Lenni and
Margot by Marianne
Cronin
3. The Witch’s Heart by
Genevieve Gornichec
4. The Library of the Dead
by T.L Huchu
5. How Lucky by Will
Leitch
6. The Rose Code by Kate
Quinn

PAGE 3

7. Winter’s Orbit by
Everina Maxwell
8. Malice by Heather
Walter
9. Lore Olympus, Vol. 1 by
Rachel Smythe
10. Crossing the Line: A
Fearless Team of Brothers
and the Sport That
Changed Their Lives
Forever by Kareem
Rosser

After receiving a rare book published in England Pedro
said, "She always gets them for me...Whether it comes
from California or New Mexico...she always finds them
for me...I've never been disappointed.
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Give the gift of literacy.
Support the library at
WVPL.ORG/DONATE
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For library events & updates :
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@WVPLPA
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WVPL.ORG

BLUE BELL & AMBLER
Monday through Thursday
10 AM to 8 PM
Friday & Saturday
10 AM to 5 PM
Sunday CLOSED
Library Grab Bag Service
Specially-curated book bags
books just for you!
Reference Services
Have a question for a librarian?
Call us at:
Blue Bell (215) 643-1320
Ambler (215) 646-1072
Visit us online at:
www.wvpl.org

PROGRAMS & EVENTS

HOURS AND SERVICES

Wissahickon Valley Public Library - We're here to serve you!
ADULT EVENTS

CHILDREN'S EVENTS

Virtual ESL Group
Mondays at 10:30 AM

Ambler Read to the Dogs
3rd Saturdays at 11 AM
(Starting in May)

Ambler Beading Group
1st & 3rd Mondays at 1 PM
Blue Bell Chess Club
Mondays at 5 PM
Blue Bell Knitters
Tuesdays at 10 AM
Memoir Writer's Group*
3rd Tuesdays at 3PM, online
Blue Bell Book Club
1st Wednesdays at 10 AM
Ambler Book Club*
2nd Thursdays at 2:30 PM

Ambler Yarn Café
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM & Fridays at
10:30 AM
Blue Bell Mahjong Group
Fridays at 1:30 PM
Blue Bell Mystery Book Group*
3rd Saturdays at 1:30 PM

Ambler Read & Play*
Mondays at 10:30 AM
Blue Bell Read & Play*
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10:30
AM
Blue Bell Baby Wiggles*
Fridays at 10:30 AM
Take & Make Craft Bags
At both branches for the kiddos!

*Sign-up required
Go to www.wvpl.org/events
for details on library
programs, services & more
unique events!
SUPPORT THE
BLUE BELL BRANCH
RENOVATION
TODAY!
WVPL.ORG/DONATE

